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‘Early childhood is… A period of 

momentous significance for people 

growing up in our culture. By the time this 

period is over, children will have formed 

conceptions of themselves as social 

beings, as thinkers, as language users, 

and they will have reached certain 

important decisions about their own 

abilities and their own worth.

Margaret Donaldson
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Practice and rehearsal 



Learning 

Through

Repeated 

Patterns



“Children have a very strong drive to 

repeat actions, moving things from 

one place to another, covering things 

up, putting things into containers, 

moving in circles and throwing things 

– these actions can be observed 

running through their play.”

Louis et al, 2013











Mastery orientation through…

Sustained play - willing to explore 

ideas and interests in depth.





The supermarket analogy: 

continuous provision 



Playing & Exploring – Engagement

Finding out and exploring

Playing with what they know

Being willing to ‘have a go’

Active Learning – Motivation

Being involved and concentrating 

Keeping trying

Enjoying achieving what they set out to do 

Creating and Thinking Critically – Thinking

Having their own ideas

Making links

Choosing ways to do things

Characteristics of Effective 

Learning



What are these children 

learning? 



What are these children 

learning? 



What are these children 

learning? 



Consistency Texture

Co-ordination Control

Materials Forces    Cause & Effect 

Movement Estimation Capacity

Dexterity Language Representation                  



How are these children learning? 



Processes of learning: 

Children learning by…



The Context 

for Learning



By initiating 
activities that 
enable them 
to learn from 
each other



Through movement

Through 
Movement



Through 
using all 

their 
senses





Through 
having time to 
explore ideas 
and interests 

in depth



By feeling 
secure, which 
helps them to 
be confident 

learners
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“Early Years education is important 

because it can build children’s 

learning power.”

Nancy Stewart 2011
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Current 

strengths

How do you 

know?

Next steps 

further develop 

practice and 

provision

The Child

The 

Environment 

The Adult



Free tools to support you

Blogs

Weekly podcast

Audits

Planning guides

Training videos

Virtual tour of our 

EEx classrooms

Facebook Group



Twitter

@AndyBurtEEX

Facebook

facebook.com/earlyexcellence

Pinterest

pinterest.com/earlyexcellence

Email

andy@earlyexcellence.com

Contact and social media 


